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With the onset of spring, I look at the calendar as the CEO of FunAsia 
and am so pleased to see how beautifully we have designed this year 
for our community here in Dallas. This year looks like an eventful 
year, literally filled with Events. We have missed out on events for the 
past two years, and we know how our community is yearning for fun 
and engagement. I am proud of Moody Akhtar who is a very integral 
part with me on Funasia Events. We Produce the events together. 
We brainstorm together to bring a lot of interesting ideas that the 
community will appreciate. The following are the lineup of events 
Moody and I bring together for the community this year.
We kickstart our events with Sur on Air Live in Concert on April 1st 
2022, FunAsia is a 360 degree entertainment. We stated a new talent 
show on the radio, where every week one participant got the radio 

platform to showcase their talent. We were fascinated to hear some 
amazing singers from our community. I am proud of RJ Navneeta 
(Khemka) who put in a lot of effort to carve this show and anchor it 

in an interesting manner and now Direct the Concert.  FunAsia is all about nurturing talents and 
giving them opportunities. Therefore, we are doing our first Concert around Sur on Air, with the 
talents in Dallas. We know, our community will love the show as the singers are amongst them.
On May 7th we are bringing a one-of-a-kind show on Eid. Our community is a die-hard fan of 
cricket. What better gift on Eid than to have our favorite celebrity cricketers play a match for us?  
We are bringing a huge team here and giving the opportunity to the community to have dinner 
with their favorite cricket personalities on May 6th. The match will be the following day. This is 
going to be another unique presentation from FunAsia. I am, proud of Ambreen Hasnat and 
Kamijee for taking the lead to anchor this event and drive it successfully.

The biggest event this year planned so far is the “Laximikant Pyarelal Live in Concert” The 
magnificent magicians of music, living legend Pyarelal ji  is returning to the US after 25yrs, with 
pure soulful music of the 70s, 80s and 90s. It will be a star-studded evening with legends Amit 
Kumar, Kavita Krishnamurthy, Sudesh Bhosle, Sadnana Sargam, Mohamed Salaamat, Priyanka 
Mitra, and the show will be presented by our yesteryear Bollywood beauties Zeenat Aman, 
Padmini Kohlapure, Rati Agnihotri. This again is going to be a unique show for our community 
from FunAsia.

There is a lot that goes into making an event successful, but the hugest reward is when YOU our 
community members are fascinated by our presentation and show your interest in coming for our 
shows. Moody and I carefully select our events keeping YOU in mind.
So Dallas as I said earlier, Let us have an eventful year 2022. Get your tickets at www.funasia.
net. Come for shows so w can bring you more..

VAISHALI THAKKAR
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In the early Roman calendar, March 
(or Martius) was the first month of the 
calendar year. March brought the first 
day of spring with the vernal equinox, it 
was the start of new beginnings. Spring 
feels like new beginnings; fresh, colorful, 
and beautiful. With the colors of the 
blooms, we also have the colors of holi 
coinciding, which is the most revered and 
celebrated festival in India. The month of 
March celebrates international women’s 
day on March 8th. We have all these 
articles in different columns this month. 
We are sad to bid goodbye to two very 
loved personalities in the field of music. 
One, the Golden voice of India Lata 
Mangeshkar fondly known as ‘latadi’. 
The cover story and Melodious echos is 
a humble tribute to the great legend. We 
also have a dedication to Bappi Lahiri 
popular as the Disco King.

I have a great announcement this month. 
My radio show Sur on Air is going a 
notch up and is becoming a full-fledged 
concert. Check out the posters and the 
Person in Focus for all the amazing 
talents that we have right here in Dallas, 
who will be performing.

Don’t forget to set the clocks one hour 
ahead, or you may find yourself an hour 
late to everything as Daylight Saving 
Time begins March 13  2:00 A.M.
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Mix all ingredients in
a medium size bowl

until combined.
Add more honey and/or

peanut butter to adjust
to your liking and texture. Refrigerate 

for 15-20 min.
Use an ice cream scooper

or tablespoon to scoop in hand and roll 
until it forms into a ball. Store in an airtight 

container for
up to 5 days if they last that long!

A homemade alternative to store bought protein bars 
and easy to make with kids! 

INGREDIENTS:

VARIATIONS TO SUBSTITUTE OR ADD:

· Any Nut Butter

· Unsweetened Coconut

· Nuts

· Protein Powder 

· Matcha

· Chia Seeds

  
 » 1/2 cup Peanut Butter 

  » 1 cup Old Fashioned Oats
  » 1/3 cup Honey
  » 1 Tsp Vanilla

  » 1/2 Tbsp Flaxseed Meal
  » 6 Tbsp Mini Chocolate

    Chips dark
  » 1/2 cup Dried

    Cranberries

PROTEIN ENERGY BALLS
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The famous poet, lyricist, and script writer, Javed of the 
Salim-Javed fame once said that some people do not 
need to be introduced as a playwright, a musician, or 
a lyricist. For example, he says, one need not mention 
that Shakespeare was a playwright or that Mozart was 
a composer! They stand as standards of the art they 
represented. A playwright would only feel proud if 
someone called him or her ‘Shakespeare’! So also, is the 
name LATA MANGESHKAR. It would be the fulfillment 
of someone’s life if they are addressed as ‘Lata.’ An 
impossible ideal, a standard so high and yet so correct 
in the field of music. Among the immortals of music Lata 
Mangeshkar’s name will be etched in gold! There is no 
death for a person who lives and permeates every part 
of the Indian psyche. A voice that has enthralled us, 
made us cry and gasp, romanced us, stunned us with its 
highs and emotion does not disappear into the horizon 
just like that. Of what value is the body, which is short-
lived, really! Her mortal frame left us early after Basant 
Panchami, but her presence has remained intact in our 
minds and hearts. Immortality happens when there is 
nothing more left to attain and Lata didi did it all. 

Hema Mangeshkar was born on the 28th of September 
1929 to Pt. Dinanath and Shevanti Mangeshkar. Hema 
got rechristened as Lata Mangeshkar after one of her 
father’s plays, ‘Latika.’ Dinanath was an accomplished 
musician himself and staged many musicals on 
stage. He regularly trained singers at his house; Lata 
reminisces in an interview with Javed Akhtar. On one 
such occasion, her father happened to hear a five-year 
old Lata correct a student of her father’s when he sang a 
certain ‘bandish,’ composition, incorrectly. Not only did 
she correct, but she also sang exactly the way her dad 
did. Her first performance on stage was when she was 
barely 9 years old. Lata accompanied her dad, sang 
before him, and fell asleep on the stage on his lap, she 
tells Javed with that famous musical laughter of hers. 
 
Dinanath’s death put the burden of running a family on 
Lata’s frail shoulders. She was barely 13 when she went 

to work for Master Vinayak. Although the first movie 
she acted and sang for was the Marathi movie ‘Kiti 
Hasaal,’ the movie never saw the light of the day. Master 
Vinayak then gave her a small role in his movie, ‘Pahili 
Mangala-gaur.’ It is interesting to note that Lata never 
enjoyed acting in the movies. She says that she did not 
favor people ordering her around nor did she like the 
arc lights! Lata had to struggle for a few years, and she 
continued to work as a singer-actor for several movies of 
Vinayak. Playback singing was still in the nascent stages 
in the 40’s in the Indian film industry. 

It needs to be remembered that the female voices in 
that era were heavy and nasal for most part. Just like 
her name ‘Lata’ which means creeper in Hindi, her 
voice was considered too thin by several producers. 
Ghulam Haider who heard her earlier gave Lata her 
first break. She sang the song,’Dil mera toda, mujhe 
kahin ka na choda’ which led to music directors lining 
up for her to sing their compositions. The 40’s saw Lata 
collaborate with music directors such as Anil Biswas, 
Naushad, Khemchand Prakash and C. Ramchandra 
to name a few. Khemchand Prakash’s classic, ‘Ayega 
aanewala’ took playback singing to another level and 
Lata became the undisputed queen of playback singing. 
Lata Mangeshkar became the voice of the women in in 
films that were the epitome of feminine hood. Her frail 
and thin voice evoked a feeling of tenderness and was 
perfect for the damsel-in distress played by many female 
actors of that era. 

Lata Mangeshkar really found her voice by the mid 50’s. 
Her long and successful association with composers such 
as Naushad, Salil Chowdhury, Shanker -Jaikishen, S. D. 
Burman and many others came to fruition in this period. 
Films like ‘Madhumati,’ ‘Bandini’ ‘Baiju Bawra’ brought 
to forte Lata’s virtuoso and command over her pitch. 
Her voice had matured by then and had a much-needed 
timbre that songs based on classical music needed. She 
had learnt by then to emote, use her breath, and pay 
close attention to her diction. That coupled with her 
unbridled enthusiasm to master intricate swara patterns, 
and her natural pitch that would reach unsurmountable 
heights with ease rightfully strengthened her position in 
the industry.

Lata was no ‘lata’ when it came to firm resolveand 
determination to stay at the top of her game. If 
Naushad gave her choice classical pieces, S.D. Burman 
gave her the sweetest melodies, Salil tested her vocal 
gymnastics with intricate murkis and taans and Shanker 
-Jaikishan tested the heights to which her voice could 
go. She passed every test with flying colors, almost 
challenging composers to come up with an impossible 
feat! Composers composed their music with Lata in 
mind. The 50’s also started a most beautiful partnership 
between Madan Mohan and Lata. Madan Mohan’s 
compositions required one to pay close attention to 
creating a melody that was as intricate as a filigree 

LATA MANGESHKAR
cover story
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ornament. Tiny little murkis, trills, sudden rises and falls 
all formed part of Madan Mohan’s compositions. Lata-
Madan compositions need a study of their own! Such is 
the beauty of the melodies they created.
 
The 60’s and the 70’s are known as the ‘golden 
period’ of Bollywood, and rightly so. Ask anybody who 
competes in one of the umpteen singing competitions 
going around the world, and invariably a song from 
those decades feature the most. Every single composer 
mentioned above had blossomed into superior artists 
and so had the singers they worked with. The 60’s and 
the 70’s had the best romantic duets one could think 
off. And if it was a Rafi- Lata duet that was sure to 
find a place among majority of music lovers. The pair 
excelled in compositions like ‘Kuhu bole,’ ‘Jo wada kiya 
wo,’ ‘Mere mitwa mere meet re,’ ‘Tere bin soone nain 
hamare,’ ‘Do sitaron ka zameen,’ ‘Yeh dil tum bin kahin’ 
and many such soul stirring numbers. When Rafi-Lata 
had a brief split due to differences it was the industry that 
suffered from the spat. 

Lata was the sole female voice for all of Raj Kapoor’s 
songs in his movies. Shanker -Jaikishan composed all 
his songs until Shankar’s death. Lata and Mukesh and 
Lata-Manna Dey gave such numbers such as ‘Jaane na 
nazar,’ ‘Pya hua ikrar hua,’ ‘Woh chaand khila who tare 
hanse,’ ‘Chod gaye Balam’ ’Dam bahr Jo Idhar Muh 
Phere,’ to just name a few. ‘Dil tadap’ from Madhumati 
composed by Salilda was also much adored for the 
sweet innocent voice of Lata and the deep soulful voice 
of Mukesh.

Lata’s solos with Madan Mohan in the 60’s could have 
caused a riot if they wanted to! Such was the power in 
the utter softness of the compositions. Madan Mohan 
brought a completely new sensuality in Lata’s voice. 
Even today ‘Lag Ja Gale’ is the gold standard for female 
singers! The duo’s songs in movies like ‘Mera Saya,’ 
‘Jahan Ara,’ Anpadh, Adalat, Mausam, Dastak, Ghazal 
all had songs that brought out the sublime and superior 
voice quality that Lata had in her essence. Her 
association with the underrated Madan Mohan continued 
until his untimely death. Her association. The 70’s also 
saw Lata Mangeshkar give us some great numbers 
under the baton of Lakshmi-Pyare and R.D. Burman. 
Who can forget the soulful classical melodies such as 
Beeti Na Bitayi, Naam Ghum Jayega, Raina Beeti Jaye 
or Do Nainon Mein Aansoo Bhare Hain that Lata sang 
for R.D. It is said that the musical maverick reserved his 
most souldful numbers for her.

The 80’s came and with it came disco! And even then, 
we have some soulful numbers that Lata gave us. Her 
voice had undergone a change, but we were treated 
to the songs of Sathyam Shivam Sundaram, Prem Rog, 
Sargam and Ram Teri Ganga Maili among several other 
songs. Her ability to modulate her voice to suit younger 
female artists had been a distinct feature of hers. Her 
collaboration with the classical duo, Shiv-Hari gave 
us some very soulful classical numbers. But then the 
writing was on the wall-the kind of music that was being 
churned out was not really suited for her voice and she 

began to sound jaded. And yet, Lata finished the 80’s 
on a strong note with some fantastic songs that she sang 
for her home production, Lekin. The music was by her 
brother Hridaynath Mangeshkar and although the movie 
bombed the songs became immortal. They were meant 
for the connoisseurs of music. 

Lata Mangeshkar sung under the baton of several music 
directors who came to forte in the 90’s. To speak of her 

dedication, AR Rehman says that for the song ‘Jiya Jale’ 
she came to the studio and rehearsed for 8 hours to get 
all the nuances right. That is dedication! This kind of 
dedication is unheard off these days as with the advent 
of digitalization songs are recorded very differently than 
how they used to be. 

She leaves behind a legacy of excellence. Her voice in 
her own words is a ‘gift from God and the blessings of 
her parents.’ There never has been a dearth of talent in 
the world of Indian music, especially in the world of 
film music. But Some of her contemporaries except for 
her sister, Asha could never match her vocal abilities. 
Some of the best comments came from her composers 
and from stalwarts like Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan 
and several classical musicians. 

Ustad Bismillah Khan- Kambakht kabhi besuri hi nahin 
hoti! (O wretched one! she is never out of tune!)

S.D. Burman – Give me a harmonium and Lata and I 
will make music.
Salil Choudhry – Ma Saraswati lives through her voice.

Naushad- I misplaced my senses after I listened to Lata 
Mangeshkar’s voice.

A R Rehman – Giving all and not expecting in return, 
that’s what I have learnt from her. 

Lata Mangeshkar leaves behind a void in our hearts. It is 
as if we have lost a family member. Such is the impact of 
this soft-spoken, humble and yet a fiery liberated woman 
who has many firsts to her credit. Her quite dignity that 
shone through her white sari, her side parting, her 
diamonds, and pearls will be missed by music lovers for 
a long time to come.
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The Gut microbiome houses a community 
of tiny bacteria good and bad that form 
the premise of our gut heath. Keeping the 

bacteria in balance ensures our gut health. ‘All 
diseases start from the gut,’ Hippocrates said that 
years ago. Let us look on how gut problems affect 
us and simple methods to keep the gut healthy.

IMMUNITY

Our body’s major 
defense system lies in 
our gut. The cells in the 
gut bacteria outnumber 
the cells in our body 
according to latest 
research. The immune 
system is our first line of 
defense against viruses, 

fungi and a host of harmful microbes that attack 
the body. Most of the human microbiota resides in 
the gut and so does 70%mof the immune system. 
Dietary changes, surgeries, antibiotics, exposure 
to heavy metals and lifestyle habits are some of 
the reasons that lowers the intestinal flora leading 
to chronic inflammation according to Gilbertlab.
com. 

DEPRESSION

Just as the Central 
Nervous System (CNS) 
originates in the brain 
and the branches out 
throughout our body, the 
brain, our gut is made 
up of its own nervous 
system called the Enteric 
Nervous System (ENS). 
The ENS is in constant communication with the 
CNS. That is why when we encounter something 
exciting or are anxious about something we 
‘feel’ something in our gut. The crosstalk that 
happens between the CNS and the ENS is what 
we call the gut-brain axis, and this is controlled 
by the microbiota in the gut. When we misplace 
our wallet, we get a ‘gut’ feeling that it is in a 
particular location. Scientists are finding out that 
mental health issues are related to get health. 
Depression, loss of sleep and appetite, metabolic 
changes are issues that face many people today. 
Gastrointestinal problems were prevalent in most 

of these patients. Improving our gut health may 
improve several symptoms of poor mental health.

SKIN AND HAIR

Our moms always 
insisted that we eat a 
limited amount of oily 
fatty or sugary foods. 
Many a times we thought 
that eating too much of 
fat-rich foods leads to 
an over production of oil 
in the sebaceous glands 

leading to acne or pimples. Our gut health plays a 
major role in us having a healthy skin. A damaged 
gut may result in the ‘leaking ‘of certain proteins 
into our system causing eczema. One may have 
food intolerances leading to skin irritation and 
rashes. A high level of gut inflammation could 
spill over to inflammation to other parts of our 
body including our hair follicles. Consuming a 
lot of sugar can lower the good bacteria in our 
gut. The good bacteria break down the food and 
releases micronutrients in our body according 
to dermatologists. This results in the release of 
key vitamins such as B12, B3, K, folic acid and 
biotin which are key nutrients for our hair. The gut 
synthesizes our immune system which is also key 
for our hair. 

JOINT HEALTH

The presence of a 
specific type of bacteria 
in the gut may lead to 
rheumatoid arthritis 
according to studies 
published in nih.gov. 
Rheumatoid arthritis 
(RA) is an autoimmune 
disease. That means 
the immune system in the body is broken down 
in such a way that the body attacks its own cells 
and organs causing an auto immune disorder. A 
bacterium called prevotella copri has found to be 
prevalent in more than 70% of patients having 
untreated RA. In contrast, patients with treated 
RA had only 12% of the previously mentioned 
bacterium. A 2019 study published in Heylion also 
suggests that gut dysbiosis or poor distribution of 
gut flora can cause joint inflammation that affects 
millions with osteoarthritis. 

Lifestyle ArticleGUT HEALTH
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The above-mentioned conditions are just a few of 
the many problems that arise with poor gut health. 
It doesn’t hurt to have a healthy gut system. The 
key is to maintain the diversity of the intestinal 
flora that helps us enjoy a healthy and active life. 
Thankfully, it is quite simple to achieve that Let us 
look at a few things one can do to keep the gut 
flora community thriving

WHOLE GRAINS, BEANS, VEGETABLES 
AND LEGUMES 

Load up on these, according to Bluezone.com. 
Whole grains act as a 
nutritional feed for the 
good bacteria. Quinoa, 
barley, oats, and other 
whole grains keep the 
flora community diverse 
and that is key for gut 
health. A palmful of 
nuts does the same to 
our gut flora.

Fresh fruits and veggies are also equally important 
for the gut bacteria. So, load up on these foods!

DENTAL HEALTH

 Studies prove that 
brushing and flossing 
your teeth continually 
improves gut health. 
The reason? The bad 
bacteria in our mouth 
can end up in the gut 
causing problems, 
according to studies at 
Cornell University and 
in Sweden. Regular visits to your dentists may be 
crucial to your gut health after all. Recent studies 
show that people with Chron’s disease and colitis 
and other related problems have more oral 

bacteria in the bowels. 

FERMENTED FOODS

Do you regularly eat 
idlis or dosas? Chances 
are you love yogurt, 
kefir, sauerkraut, and 
several other fermented 
foods. Seems like the 

gut bacteria love them too. Fermented foods 
including Kombucha, and tempeh convert sugar 
into alcohol and acids. Besides these foods 
contain belly-friendly bacteria in them. These 
foods promote probiotics in the system. Probiotics 
are associated with better digestion, weight loss 
and better immunity. Another side benefit of 
eating fermented foods is that they are good for 
bone health. 

POLYPHENOLS

This is probably the most 
favorite one. Foods rich 
in polyphenol include 
dark chocolate, red 
grapes, wine made from 
red grapes, almonds, 
onions, green tea, and 
blue berries. Foods 

containing polyphenols are rich in fiber, have 
anti inflammatory properties and are believed to 
reduce cholesterol. They also decrease cellular 
stress leading to a happier gut. 

EXERCISE AND SELF-CARE

A no-brainer really! We 
can go through so many 
benefits of exercise. 
One study suggests that 
exercise increases the 
production of Butyrate a 
fatty acid that repairs the 
gut lining and reduces 
inflammation. The 
production of Butyrate is 
increased by exercise. This can potentially reduce 
diseases such as diabetes and inflammatory bowel 
disease. 

The ancient science of Ayurveda has a lot to say 
about gut health and wellbeing. This ancient 
science has always encouraged a balanced 
diet mixed with various spices, all the different 
food groups and tastes along with moderate 
exercise and adequate sleep. One cannot stress 
enough on the several benefits of meditation and 
sleep. Positive thoughts lead to a stress-free life. 
Practicing gratitude keeps the mind free from 
jealousy, manipulative tendencies, fear and rage 
leading to better gut health.

Lifestyle Article
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As spring approaches we start looking 
forward to the festival of colors - Holi! 
This year Holi is on Friday,March 18th. 
The good thing is its a Friday so we 
will have lots of time to celebrate this 
fun festival.

In my show Just chill, I asked our 
listeners, what the festival Holi means 
to them? I was rewarded with many 
colorful responses. For some its a fun 
festival, where we don’t have to get 
properly dressed or put on makeup 
etc, in fact its the other way round, its 
one festival where we choose to wear 
the most worn out clothes and put on 
oil or cream on face and hands so 
that the color gets washed easily.

Some of the listeners 
response I would 
like to share. Preeti 
said, “ she misses 
her home back in 
India a lot, as there 
she used to play with 
her childhood friends 
and gulp down 
thandai and gujiyas 
made by her aunt.” 
Jai said,” he looks 
forward to playing 
Holi each year as 
he enjoys making 
his kids aware of all 
the festivals we have 

in India and this particular festival his kids enjoy    
a lot!” Suhani said,    “ for her this festival is all 
about forgetting all the depressing stuff going on 
and instead enjoy with family and friends and be 
silly.”Smita said “ she doesn’t enjoy playing Holi 
that much as her skin gets irritated by colors but 
she sure enjoys all the delicacies she gets to eat 
during this time. In her family its customary to make 
gujiyas, mathri and dahi vadas which her mother 

PEOPLE
S P E A K A column created by asking a question to 104.9 FM Funasia Radio listeners 

by  RJ Madhulika on her show ‘Just Chill’

People speak
HOLI

what it means to you?
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in law makes very enthusiastically and the 
whole family relishes it.” Jagan ji said,” he 
doesn’t understand why the gujiyas and 
all other delicacies are made around Holi 
only why not all year round?” Well I agree 
since I myself love eating gujiyas and I used 
to always ask my mother as to why only 
around Holi why can’t she make gujiyas 
all year round? To which she would reply 
that certain rituals are done around certain 
festivals and that’s what is the beauty of it.

For me Holi is a festival which breaks down 
the false borders we have made around 
ourselves. Its a festival where we all are 
shabbily dressed and enjoy putting color on 
each other and dance on some fun music 
while eating some delicious and yummy 
food. 

Of all the festivals we celebrate here, I know 
for a fact that all my friends and family 
here really look forward to celebrating Holi 
together. We generally decide to do potluck 
and that way we get to eat some yummy 
food from different regions of India as every 
region has a different style of celebrating 
and different customs around this festival of 
colors.

Holi is a popular ancient 
Hindu festival, also known as 
the “Festival of Colours” and 
the “Festival of Spring”. It 
also signifies the triumph of 
good over evil, as it celebrates 
the victory of Vishnu as 
Narsmiha Narayana over 
Hiranyakashyap. Holi 
celebrates the arrival of 
spring, the end of winter, the 
blossoming of love and for 
many, it is a festive day to meet 
others, play and laugh, forget 
and forgive, and repair broken 

relationships. The festival also celebrates 
the beginning of a good spring harvest 
season. 

Holi celebrations start on the night before 
Holi with a Holika dahan, where people 
gather, perform religious rituals in front of 
the bonfire, and pray that their internal evil 
be destroyed the way Holika, the sister of 
the demon king Hiranyakashyap was killed 
in the fire. The next morning is celebrated 
as Rangwali Holi (Dhuleti) – a free-for-all 
festival of colours. It is the festive day to 
end and rid oneself of past errors, to end 
conflicts by meeting others, a day to forget 
and forgive. People pay or forgive debts, 
as well as deal anew with those in their 
lives. Holi also marks the start of spring, an 
occasion for people to enjoy the changing 
seasons and make new friends.

Given the covid scare the holy celebrations 
last two years have been a bit low profile, 
but I sincerely hope and wish that this holi 
for everyone is full of fun, colors, happiness 
and good health, Happy Holi everyone!

-By Madhulika Chaturvedi
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B l o c k c h a i n 
technology was 
first introduced in a 
whitepaper entitled: 
“Bitcoin: A Peer-to-
Peer Electronic Cash 
System,” by Satoshi 
Nakamoto in 2008. 
Bitcoin was the first 
digital cryptocurrency. 
Bitcoin mining is the 
process by which 
new bitcoins are 
entered into 

circulation. It is also the way the network confirms 
new transactions and is a critical component of the 
blockchain ledger’s maintenance and development. 
“Mining” is performed using sophisticated hardware 
that solves an extremely complex computational 
math problem. The simple way to understand 
bitcoin is to compare this with Banking system. 
Bank keeps your money and charges you service 
fees to maintain your account and they use your 
money to make more money for them. Similarly, 
in Bitcoin mining, miners who maintain customer 
account in blocks through several computers, 
receive rewards for their work with crypto tokens that 
can be compared to service charge in banks. This 
daily income could be significant with right mining 
equipment. Miners validate Bitcoin transactions 
through many users all over the world share these 
decentralized responsibilities. Miners do not rely 
on any central authority like banks or government 
to oversee its regulation. Blockchain “mining” is 
associated with undertaking computational work in 
hopes of earning new tokens. Miners are essentially 
getting paid for their work as auditors. They are 
doing the work of verifying the legitimacy of Bitcoin 
transactions.
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 Biden government is looking towards its 
regulation very soon. This is good news are miners 
because when they are regulated, bitcoin will be more 
accepted by many vendors just like cash, checks and 
credit card. This also means more transactions for 
miners, hence more daily income for them. If you 
see the Bitcoin price in long term, it has significant 
growth. Speculation is short term is inevitable and this 
could be also a great entry point as machine at lower 
bitcoin price are more affordable. 

 To solve computational problem, miners 
first need a lot of computing power. To mine 
successfully, you need to have a high “hash rate,” 
which is measured in terms giga hashes per second 
(GH/s) and tera hashes per second (TH/s). To start 
mining, miners need to first invest in powerful mining 
equipment. Today, Bitcoin mining hardware is almost 
entirely made up of ASIC machines, whose only role 
is to mine for bitcoins. Today’s ASICs are many orders 
of magnitude more powerful than CPUs or GPUs and 
gain both more hashing power and energy efficiency 
every few months as new chips are developed and 
deployed. 
       
 Perfect Technology, a part of Perfect Group 
has been assisting the community not to only purchase 
quality mining equipment but also avail cost efficient 
way to reduce electricity cost though it’s solar farm. If 
strategized correctly it can assist individuals to reduce 
their tax burden significantly.  They have been hosting 
regular lunch and learn session where individuals can 
make educated decision depending on their case-to-
case scenario. 
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Bhatt starred opposite Sharukh Khan in Gauri Shinde’s 
‘Dear Zindagi,’ a sensitive film on a girl unable to 
stay committed in her relationships. Alia played the 
strong yet vulnerable Kiara with aplomb displaying 
her emotions, now raw, now subtle with ease. Of her 
iconic costar, the ‘Kapoor and Sons’ star says that Khan 
goes out of the wayto make his co-stars comfortable, 
which is a rare quality. Of all the characters she has 
played on screen, ‘Badrinath Ki Dulhania’ actor says 
that she related most to this character. If Dear Z has 
Bhatt playing a character with emotions all over the 
place, ‘Raazi’ saw Alia play the role of Sehmat Khan, 
an Indian spy married to a Pakistani official during the 
Indo-Pak war of 1971. Alia’s restrained performance 
was lauded by critics comparing her maturity to that 
of a veteran actor. Both Dear Zindagi and Raazi won 
her Filmfare awards.

An interesting fact about Alia is that she is trained in 
dancing from Shiamak Davar’s Academy and trained 
in music from A R Rehman’s music school. She has 
done play back singing in ‘Highway’ and ‘Humpty 
Sharma Ki Dulhania.’ She enjoys playing handball 
and painting with charcoal. 

As Bhatt celebrates her birthday this March, we eagerly 
await the release of her film ‘Brahmastra’ with beau 
Ranbir Kapoor! 

Winner of 4 Filmfare awards, featured in Forbes India 
Celebrities 100 since 2014 and Forbes under 30 
List, Alia Bhatt now holds a prominent place in the 
Bollywood horizon scene. Born to popular producer/
director Mahesh Bhatt who gave us some memorable 
movies like ‘Arth’ and ‘Saraansh’ Alia born on March 
15, 1993, was introduced to the silver screen as a 
child artiste in the home production ‘Sangharsh’. 
Talking about her childhood, Alia says that she always 
aspired to be an actor. 

Alia made her debut as female lead in Karan 
Johar’s runaway hit film, ‘Student of the Year.’ She 
was paired opposite debutants Varun Dhawan and 
Siddharth Malhotra. Alia was auditioned alongside 
500 other girls after losing 16 kgs! But the petite 
actor was dismissed as a washout after the movie. 
She was deemed inelegant in the dance sequences 
and criticized for her lack of a killer attitude. After 
a 2-year sabbatical Bhatt starred opposite the 
exceptionally talented Randeep Hooda in the film 
Highway. The film is based on Stockholm Syndrome 
and Alisa excelled as Veera, the young to be bride 
who is abducted by Hooda. The role was a complex 
one and Alia received mixed responses from critics 
for her role. But it was clear that she was emerging 
as one of the better performers in the industry. Bhatt 
can be credited an outstanding performance in her 
later film ‘Udta Punjab.’ She claims to have watched 
several documentaries on drugs and drug abuse. The 
‘Shaandaar’ actor plays a Bihari girl, and she nailed 
the accent to perfection.

Alia has grown from strength to strength in her 
performances. One cannot ignore the fact that she 
comes from a successful family of film makers. Both 
her father Mahesh Bhatt and her uncle Mukesh Bhatt 
are successful film makers. That might give her an 
advantage of probably getting introduced to other 
filmmakers in the industry. But that adds little to her 
consistent success at the box-office. Her success is 
solely due to her dimpled impish looks and dedication 
to her art. The ‘Kathiawadi’ star confesses that she 
has become more hardworking after working with 
Bhansali. When asked, why she accepted to do such 
an intense character, the ‘Raazi’ star says that all she 
wanted was to work with Bhansali and that when 
she got the opportunity, she grabbed it with both her 
hands! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY ALIA BHATT
March 15, 1993 
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Wangdu was played by Aamir Khan to perfection. 
Interestingly, the role was based on a real-life 
chemical engineer from Ladakh, Sonam Wangchuk. 
He rarely attends award functions as he doubts their 
transparency. However, he made an exception to 
attend the 75th Deenanath Mangeshkar Award and 
in the presence of the late Lata Mangeshkar was 
awarded with the prestigious ‘Vishesh Puraskar’ for 
his film Dangal. A choosy man by nature, Aamir’s 
fascination for cars is well known. The ‘Tare Zameen 
Par’ actor owns a fleet of cars that include a Rolls 
Royce, a Bentley, and multiple BMWs. It is said that he 
was so upset with Salman Khan during the filming of 
‘Andaz Apna Apna’ because the latter came late onto 
the sets. The duo are great friends now. Its fascinating 
to note that Aamir chewed about a 100 ‘paans’ to 
get the color of his mouth right, for his ‘PK’ character! 
The various costumes that PK wears in the movies, 
were randomly collected from the public because his 
character steals clothes in the movie! He also sought 
Amitabh’s permission to use Abhishek’s example of 
overcoming dyslexia for his film ‘Taare Zameen Par.’ 
Aamir refused to play Sunil Duttt’s role in the movie 
‘Sanju.’ He wanted to play Sanjay Dutt himself, the 
‘Earth’ actor revealed. ‘I didn’t want to go the sets 
thinking I should have been saying those lines, every 
time I hear someone else say the dialogs of Sanjay 
Dutt,’ he said. Filmmaker Rakyesh Mehra who 
created the cult classic, ‘Rang De Basanti’ starring 
Aamir Khan along with Siddharth, Madhavan, Soha 
Ali Khan, Waheeda Rehman and a bunch of other 
talents says that it was Aamir Khan who helped him 
complete the film on time. Aamir said that he should 
be paid double the amount if the movie got delayed! 
He imbibed the soul of patriots Chandrashekar Azad 
and the character of DJ the ‘Delhi 6’ director says of 
his dedication. Aamir was in his early 40’s when he 
played the role of the 25-year-old DJ. 

As we eagerly await the release of ‘Lal Singh Chadda’ 
a remake of Tom Hanks’s ‘Forrest Gump’ we wish 
Aamir Khan a happy birthday and look forward to 
more years of quality work from him.

Actor, Director Producer, Activist Humanitarian. Aamir 
Khan needs no introduction and wears all these hats 
with consummate ease. Aamir along with Salman and 
Sharukh form a formidable ‘Khanate’ in Bollywood. 
Aamir Khan’s uncle is the famous Nasir Hussein of 
the ‘Teesri Manzil’ fame. Nasir Hussein gave us many 
hits such as ‘Caravan,’ ‘Pyar Ka Mausam,’ ‘Yadon 
Ki Baraat,’ Hum Kisi Se Kam Nahin’ to name a few. 
Khan made his debut as a child artist in ‘Yadon Ki 
Baraat.’ His first film as an adult was ‘Holi’ by Ketan 
Mehta. He was then re-introduced in Nasir Hussein’s 
home production in the cult classic ‘Qayamat Se 
Qayamat Tak’ with a nubile Juhi Chawla. Khan and 
Chawla won hearts with their performances as star-
crossed lovers. One would have expected Kha to 
star in the usual boy-meets girl rom-coms after that. 
Instead Aamir chose to act as Amir Hussein a young, 
misled youth led to a world of crime and eventual 
execution in the movie ‘Raakh (Ashes).’ The film won 
several awards and Khan won the National Award in 
the Special Mention category. The Lagaan actor has 
simply gone from strength to strength then on starring 
movies like Dil, Raja Hindustani -for which he won his 
first Filmfare award and Sarfarosh. With Lagaan he 
turned producer. Lagaan went on to win accolades 
both national and International. The PK star has a 
huge fan base in China. 

As for his skills as an actor, Aamir is a method actor. 
And one can see how he lives his roles. A stickler for 
perfection, Aamir by his own admission refused the 
role of Rahul, the obsessive stalker of Juhi Chawla in 
the psycho-thriller, Darr. According to Khan, whenever 
a movie has two lead actors, he prefers both the 
actors being at the narration. When Yash Chopra, 
the director of the film refused to do so Aamir quit 
the film! The role was then played by Sharukh Khan. 
For the role of Mahavir Phogat in the movie Dangal, 
Aamir put on oodles of weight for playing the older 
wrestler. And then lost it all to play the younger fit 
version of the same character! Whether it is a comedy 
or a serious role, Aamir has always executed the role 
to perfection, making him one of the finest actors in 
India. 

Aamir Khan also created one of the most successful 
television talk shows ‘Satyameva Jayate’ that focused 
on social issues like rape, honor killing, female 
foeticide, child sexual abuse, and criminalization of 
politics. The show also featured several people who 
were making a difference in the society. The show was 
telecast in multiple countries and garnered over a 
billion digital impressions. The show ran for 3 seasons 
from 2012-2014.

Aamir Khan, some interesting trivia: One of his most 
loved films is ‘3 Idiots’. The character Phunsukh 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY AAMIR KHAN
March 14, 1965 
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Stars Reveal

Deepika Padukone has been riding high on the 
success of her latest OTT release, ‘Gehraiyan.’ 
She was a badminton champion like her dad but 
later started pursuing modelling. One thing led to 
another and soon she found herself in the world of 
Bollywood. Talking about OTT platforms, the doe-
eyed beauty observes, “Sitting in the comfort of your 
home, you can watch absolutely any piece of content 
from anywhere in the world. I think that’s incredible”. 
Gehraiyan has been touted as her best performance 
to date and that says a lot for this ‘Padmavat’ actor 
as she keeps growing from strength to strength every 
time.  Deepika likes to defer her decision for a few 
days before readily accepting to do the film or reject 
it. The leggy lass says that she likes to pick those 
roles “that push the needle and touch and influence 
people’s lives in a positive way.” She says that she 
loves sinking her teeth into such roles and when the 
audience refers you by that name of the character she 
portrayed, that is the best reward for her work.

In an interview with another famous magazine, 
Deepika talks about how she was advised to go for 
breast implants! She was barely 18 at that time and 
says, ‘I often wonder how I had the wisdom not to take 
that advice”. On the other hand, the best piece of 
advice came from the costar of many of her movies, 
Sharukh Khan. Khan advised her to accept films 
not only for the content but also for the people she 
will be working with. He told her that while making 
a movie one is also making a living and she needs 
to choose the company of those she would enjoy 
making memories with. Deepika says that the selling 
point of the movie is not its intimate scenes, but rather 
the characters. In the film her character suffers from 
anxiety issues. She reveals that it was difficult for her 
family to digest as that issue was like what Deepika 
underwent a few years back. Deepika will be seen 
next in ‘Pathan’ and ‘Fighter’. 

A breakup changed me as a person,’ says Siddhant 
Chaturvedi, who costarred with Deepika Padukone 
as her love interest in ‘Gehraiyan.’ ‘Gehraiyaan’ was 
earlier released on an OTT platform and talks about 
love and relationships in the times we live in. ‘She 
wanted a simple life. I was doing my CA (CPA) at 
that time and wanted to switch careers. That didn’t go 
down well with her,’ her reminisces. So, they parted.

 Siddhant says that he was aware of Deepika’s earlier 
costars and therefore prepared to put his best foot 
forward.  During a conversation elsewhere, intimidated 
by the fact that Deepika has worked with artists, like 
Sharukh Khan, Ranvir Singh and Ranbir Kapoor he 
knew that he would be compared with her costars and 
didn’t want to be deemed as a disappointment. ‘We 
knew there was intimacy, but we didn’t know to what 
extent.’ For Gehraiyaan, Shakun Batra engaged an 
intimacy director. “When I heard the word, ‘intimacy 
director’ I got a little scared, thinking what behooves 
someone like that for a film?” he adds smilingly. But 
then Shakun’s portrayal of intimacy is not just physical 
but emotional and nuanced, Siddhant adds.

Siddhant made his debut opposite Ranveer in ‘Gully 
Boy as rapper MC Sher. Talking about Deepika and 
Ranveer, Siddhant reveals that they are ‘different but 
same.’ Their personalities are different as chalk and 
cheese, but their passion and dedication to their work 
is unparalleled.

Siddhant will be soon seen opposite Katrina Kaif in 
the film ‘Phone Bhoot’, a horror comedy and Yudhra.’

DEEPIKA PADUKONE SIDDHANT CHATURVEDI
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TTAALLEENNTT
“NADIA TAHER is 6 year old super energetic kid. 
She loves to play and jump on every possible 
surface and win in all the board games. She 
likes to focus while painting and loves to read.

Naughty  N
Adorable  A
Dynamic  D
Intelligent   I
Affectionate  A
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Did you Know?

Click Here to Play

If you want to wish your child a Happy Birthday, 
Please send message to  navneeta@funasia.net/ambreen@funasia.net

For all submissions of your kids talent: Poem, short stories, Jokes, Artwork please send 
submissions to navneeta@funasia.net/ambreen@funasia.net

Listen to Kids Club with Ambreen Hasnat every 
Wednesday from 3:00- 4:00 pm.

Click here to color
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Month
bollywood bonanza

Priyanka

Alia Bhatt

Sonu Sood

Joining the bandwagon of so 
many celebrities who have 
expressed their worry and 
concern over the ongoing 
conflict between Ukraine and 
Russia, Priyanka Chopra has 
not just expressed solidarity 
with the innocent people of 
the country whose lives are at 
stake, she has also urged fans 
to extend help. 
Calling the situation terrible, 
Priyanka Chopra asked 
people, on behalf of UNICEF, 
to contribute to saving the lives 
of the children of Ukraine.

1

Alia Bhatt was nine years old 
when she auditioned for Black. 
She didn’t bag the movie, but 
Sanjay Leela Bhansali saw a 
forthcoming superstar in her. 

Years later, the actress bagged 
an SLB film about sex worker 
Gangubai Kathiawadi. She is 
playing the lead role in biopic. 
Since the time the trailer of 
Gangubai Kathiawadi was 
released, people took to 
social media to express their 
disappointment on the casting 
of the movie. They thought 
actresses like Tabu or Vidya 
Balan would have been better 
choices.

Now that the movie has 
released, early reviews 
have dropped on social 
media. Here’s what fans and 
celebrities think of the movie. 
While some have lauded the 
movie, there are others who 
have called it boring. Here 
is how people have reviewed 
Gangubai Kathiawadi on 
Twitter. 

this

2

3

Following the motto that 
every life counts, Sonu Sood 
again became a savior for 
a 19-year-old boy trapped 
inside a car after a brutal 
car crash.
Sonu noticed the accident 
at the flyover when he was 
traveling. As soon as he 
saw it, Sonu and his team 
stopped to rescue the boy.
The accident happened at 
the flyover where Sonu Sood 
was traveling. After the car, 
the boy was stuck inside, 
interlocked, but Sonu didn’t 
give up and managed to 
open it.
Several reports suggest that 
if Sonu had not reached 
the crash site in time and 
transferred the boy to the 
hospital, he could have died. 
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CONTRIBUTIONMELODIOUS ECHOES
By  RAJI

All greatness comes from humble 
beginnings. The potential to 
achieve greatness is in and 
around us all the time. However, 

it takes intentional learning, a consistent work 
ethic and emotional stability to attain the 
greatness one is destined. All storms start off 
as a droplet! 

The immense fabric of music is ornamented 
with stalwarts from the time the free world got 
to listen to human sound recorded for the very 
first time by Parisian inventor Eduard-Leon-
Scott de Martinville way back in 1860. And 
that opened a new industry in the media and 
entertainment industry. Music was primarily 
for the purpose of personal pleasure. Rarely, 
some saw it as a medium for touching the Truth 
within. When they did get a mere glimpse of it, 
they were able to transport the sensitive listener 
to a more sublime level of consciousness. For 

me one such musician is Lata 
Mangeshkar. Growing up in 
one of the most cosmopolitan, 
urban, modern cities of the 
world, Mumbai music provided 
a sacred solitude whenever I 
sought it. The sweet, perfect 
unhurried rendering of ‘Lag Ja 
Gale’ to a swift and yet very well 
nuanced ‘Mose Chal iye Jaye’ 
provided a thrill to my ears that 
one cannot express in words. It 
would be an understatement to 
say that I lived with stalwarts of 
music in my own world and on 
many occasions, I drifted away 
so deep that I lost sense of time 
and I have travelled with Lataji 

many many times in that realm.
I don’t want to go too much into her life 
and times as Lataji glorifies the cover of this 
month FunAsia Desipages. Bollywood has 
been blessed with singers of such high caliber 
that found fans even in classical musicians 
both Carnatic and Hindustani. One such 
singer was Lata Mangeshkar. Of her passing 
the renowned Carnatic musician T.M. Krishna 
says, “Often, designs, color palettes, dances 
and musical forms represent a country. It 
is also true that some voices become the 
voice of the land. In India there were only 
two such voices, MS Subbalakshmi and Lata 
Mangeshkar.” Would that be a little too much 
to say? Perhaps. Both the women started 
their musical journey when they were barely 
teenagers and continued the journey well into 
their seventies. Their body of work ranges 
from film music to devotional music to ghazals 
and other forms of music. While MS reigned 

IN INDIA THERE WERE ONLY TWO SUCH VOICES, 
MS SUBBALAKSHMI AND LATA MANGESHKAR
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CONTRIBUTION supreme in the world of classical 
music and devotional chants 
and bhajans, Lata’s body of 
work outside of Bollywood also 
extended to abhangs, bhajans, 
Shabad, ghazals and several 
forms of folk music. To quote 
her, she would say,’As a singer 
you have to bring your soul into 
the song.” And that she certainly 
did. Hers was not merely a voice. 
It was a voice that could emote 
a variety of emotions in a subtle 
heart-touching manner. Never 
did it lose its dignity or purity. 

We know many of her songs 
in Hindi cinema. But equally 
important if not more is her body 
of work outside of Bollywood. 
Lata Mangeshkar’s voice was not merely thin 
or shrill like people like to define. It was as if 
her voice was made by several silken threads, 
each frail but together so strong that they can 
be woven into the most beautiful and durable 
garment. Her voice had an inner strength 
that could traverse the octaves with ease and 
fluidity. Like water that flows, many would 
go on to describe her voice. Her training in 
classical music and practice sessions on the 
swaras could be the reason her voice attained 
that perfect pitch every singer greedily aspires 
to attain. So perfect was her pitch that it 

even elicited a comment 
from Ustad Bade Ghulam 
Ali Khan, ‘Kambakht kabhi 
besuri nahin hoti (wretched 
one! She never loses her 
pitch). And to what heights 
could that voice go to! It was 
as if the music composers 
were competing as to who 
could make Lata’s voice 
reach the highest scales!!
For a long, long time, Lata’s 
voice was the voice of the 
proverbial Sita-like woman. 
It was not merely the high 
scale in which she sang, 
there were others who could 
do it too. It was the purity 
that struck you after listening 
to her. 

Some of my most favorite Lata songs are 
surprisingly not from Hindi films. Let me 
hasten to add that the songs she sang for 
Khemchand Prakash, Naushad, Anil Biswas, 
S.D. Burman, Salil Choudhry, Madan Mohan 
and R.D Burman are amongst my most 
favorite numbers. But if I sit down to listen to 
a Lata Mangeshkar song it would be a Meera 
Bhajan or a ghazal, one of the many Adhunik 
Bangla songs that she sang or her abhangs. 
‘Ud jaa re kaaga’ takes you to another plane 
completely as she traverses through the lower 

and upper scales of raag Bhinna 
Shadaj seamlessly and with the 
expertise of a practiced classical 
singer. Another classic Meera 
bhajan sung by Lata Mangeshkar 
is ‘Nandanandana dith padeya 
mari.’ Set to Raag Gurjari Todi, 
the bhajan, set to music by her 
brother Hridaynath Mangeshkar is 
a sterling example of her hold on 
raga-based songs. That is not to 
say that she couldn’t sing modern 
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songs. If given a chance, she did justice to 
numbers that were light and breezy. ‘Mor 
Moyna Go’ an Adhunik Bengali composition 
by the maverick genius Salil Chowdhary 
stands as an example of Lata’s prowess in 
singing song set to lower scales as well. Lata 
produced some wonderful songs even with 
Ilayaraja, ‘Valaiosai gala gala galavena” 
reigns amongst the Maestro’s finest numbers 
to date. She could clearly draw the line 
between the different genres of music.
In her long career in music Lata credits several 
music directors who helped her hone her 
talent. One such music director was the late 
Ghulam Haider who advised her to enunciate 
the words better and sing with a clear diction. 
If a word fell on a beat it had to be emphasized 
more clearly, he would advise. Being a fine 
student that she was, Lata carried that advice 
throughout her career. For many singers they 
needed to have a vocal coach in the prime of 
their career to enhance their voice and style of 
singing. Mohammed Rafi was known to have 
approached Khayyam for the same and many 
non-filmi songs of the duo together produced 
some of the finest ghazals one can hear. But 
that discussion is for another day. Lata relied 
on her brother Hridaynath for guidance and 
regarded him as his guru. In her later years 
she would also attribute to K. Mahavir as one 

of her gurus and the 
duo produced some 
fine songs too. One 
of my favorites is the 
ghazal by Shakeel 
Badayuni ‘Ankh se 
ankh milata hai koi.’  
Her style of rendering 
the ghazal is incredibly 
unique from her 
ghazals from movies. 
When she sings 
’sab karishmaat-e-
tasavvur’ the ‘harkats’ 
at the beginning of the 
line are to be noted. 

She was able to attempt it only because this 
was not a ghazal from films. ‘Yeh hum jo hijr 
mein’ is another jewel in the ghazal genre.

We may not have another Lata Mangeshkar. 
And that is ok. Her legacy continues in the 
many singers that follow her style of singing. 
What we need is her attitude of surrendering 
to excellence! Her work was her identity, not 
gimmicks. Even in singing she never resorted 
to any unnecessary gimmicks and gave utmost 
importance to the lyrics and the feel of the 
song. And that is her legacy. She found her 
voice and may singers find theirs. All we want 
is to return to melody and purity that music 
should be known by. At the very beginning 
of this humble tribute, I had mentioned that 
for some music is for entertainment and for 
some it’s a means to finding the Truth. For a 
singer in my utmost humble opinion, it should 
be the latter. For when one pours his or her 
soul into their art, Lata-like, one will shine 
like the star wherever they go. She started 
off as a droplet and developed into the most 
powerful tornado in the field of music. And 
Lata Mangeshkar in life and after life lives on 
amongst the Immortals.
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NOURISHING NATURE WALKS

And just like that, we are springing into a new 
season in 2022. Spring is when nature is all 
set to party! With every bud that blossoms, a 
miracle takes place. Every petal that unfolds 
reflects nature’s grace.  Its also the best time to 
get back to a regular nature walking routine. 
Nothing nourishes your being like nature does 
and the spirit of spring can infuse your life with 
an added zing.

TALES FROM THE TRAILS: Spring is the perfect 
time to explore hidden trails in and around the 
vicinity of your neighborhood. I was on a nature 
walk with a local nature-lover and was intrigued 
to know that my neighborhood trails were once a 
part of the great CrossTimbers forest. In addition, 
I use iNaturalist, a user-friendly app that can be 
downloaded on your phone to identify names of 
the plants and trees. 

NATURE IS THE BEST CLASSROOM: Indian 
history reveals that gurukuls had students 
learning in great outdoors. This is because the 
best learning and the least distraction occurs 
when immersed in nature and research has 
shown that cognitive functioning also improves. 
Today, I enjoy listening to an Audible book or 

audio lessons when I head out 
on nature walks. Nature gives 
you a greater sense of focus and 
direction.

PRESCRIPTION NATURE: Yes, in 
lieu of popping pills for headaches 
and pains, try prescription nature 
for an instant boost of energy. The 
healing power of nature is known 
to be beneficial for even patients 
recovering from illnesses. 

EXPLORE A NATURE-INSPIRED 
HOBBY: From creative 
photography that captures the 

natural wilderness and scenic sights, to 
nature-journaling that will motivate you 
to learn about the local plant and floral 
kingdom, a green hobby can generate 
some added excitement this spring.

BASK IN THE SUNLIGHT OR GET 
CHARGED BY MOONLIGHT: Don’t we 
all have an overdose of computer screen 
glow, and EMF exposure from cell phones 
and technology? More so in winter, when 
we spend extra time indoors. Spring can 
change that for the better. Step out for a 
walk and get sun-kissed by day; or wind 
down in the evening with a walk under the 
cooling moonlight.

A NATURAL MOOD ENHANCER: Whether 
it’s the emerald green leaves dancing in 
the breeze or a cute, roaming bunny that 
crosses your path, nature walks can elevate 
your spirits in a jiffy.

ANTI-AGING SECRET:  Staying physically 
active is one of the secrets to a long and 
healthy life. The Japanese who are known 
for their longevity and life expectancy 
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MADHURI’S MUSINGSthat is better than the global average, are daily 
walkers. The chances of living till you cross 100 
like many Japanese may increase with frequent 
walks (along with other healthy habits).

HUG A TREE: Another way to connect to nature 
during walks is to friend a tree and connect to 
its energy. Research reflects that the hormone 
oxytocin is released when connecting to trees. 
There are specific trees I frequently stop over 

during my walks. Under the shade of one tree 
is my meditative spot; another tree stump is my 
book-reading natural bench. The energy of trees 
is positive, tranquil and evokes an inner serenity.

ROCK COLLECTION: Rocks are geological 
wonders that have stood the test of time and 
weather. Spotting unique pieces of rock during 
nature walks and collecting them to decorate 
your garden, can add another interesting 
dimension to your nature walk.

FOREST BATHING: Forest Bathing or 
“shinrin yoku” as the Japanese call it is 
known to be the best therapy.  What can 
be better than feeling the colors of a 
forest, absorbing the fresh air, soaking in 
the beauty of the wilderness and getting 
immersed in your senses. While this may 
be a luxury in our busy lives to head out to 
a forest, even a quick 30-minute walk in a 
nearby trail can energize you or maybe just 
try “hitting mung”

HITTING MUNG: Hitting Mung is the 
new wellness trend in South Korea which 
is described as zoning out in nature and 
experiencing the beauty of nature without 
any other distractions. What is unique 
in this concept is that you don’t have to 
physically step out. Looking out a window 
to admire nature even the birds or trees 
or playing a slideshow of nature inspired 
images is said to calm the mind.

Nature walks are nourishing and can benefit 
you physically, mentally and even creatively. 
The English poet William Wordsworth has 
apparently clocked over 180,000 miles 
walking and was what inspired some of his 
great poetic works such as “ The Solitary 
Reaper” and “ The Daffodils”. So, as you 
head out on your next nature walk this 
spring, you may find your muse and have 

a creative aha moment that will 
stir your soul. Or maybe you may 
find the solution to a problem with 
nature’s inspiration. The Romans 
had a phrase: Solvitur ambulando, 
meaning ‘it is solved by walking’!



DesiPages DFW | March 2022 VOL 37 |  38

Namaste /Aadab

A big hello to the vibrant community of the DFW 
metroplex.

I am so glad that we are connecting with the entire 
community on so many levels, and "Desi Pages" is 
one of the best platforms where we can bring the 
community together.

Love is like a magic dollar, they say “Lend it, spend 
it, and give it away, and you’ll end up having some 
more.” The entire community in DFW picked up the 
thread from this saying and celebrated Valentine’s 
Day with much pomp and fun The celebration was 
produced by Vaishali Thakkar and Moody Akhtar 
and organized by Ambreen Hasnat and the event 
was highly patronized by couples from across DFW

The month of March will bring a few festivals such 
as Maha Shivratri and Festival of
color-Holi

Maha Shivratri, literally translates as ‘the great night 
of Shiva’ In the daily hustle and bustle of life, we 
forget our source of energy - that which is running 
us. Mahashivratri is a festival to remember and to 
take our awareness to the basis of our existence: 
Shiva.

Many temples across the city are going to have 
Mahashivratri Abhishek and all devotees can take 
darshan in all the temples

In March we will also have 'festival of colors -Holi

With a large population of Indians settled in
the United States of America, Holi is celebrated with 
gaiety and a lot of fanfare in this country. Different 
societies formed by the Indians and religious 
organizations help people to celebrate this joyous 
festival and feel close to their cultural roots. Music 
programs and Holi Meets are also organized by 
them to mark the occasion. These meets help the 
new generation to identify with their cultural root. 
Children learn to understand the significance 
of celebrating festivals and know the legends 
associated with them.

I am also delighted to inform our entire community 
that Under the leadership of our CEO Mrs. Vaishali 
Thakkar  FunAsia is proud to announce one more 
free service for the entire community

We would like to invite all nonprofit/religious 
associations and medical professionals to come 
and avail of the free community platform on our  
BigFM - 104.9FM HD2 to present your associations 
or to promote all your events and activities for the 
entire
community.

We can run your events announcements/
commercials for free as well as, we can offer free 
hourly slots for your temples/associations.
104.9 FM HD2 is also available at 1110 AM and 
94.5 FM. For more information, please email me at 
neelam@funasia.net

In this short amount of time, we have received 
an overwhelming amount of support from the 
community for our community segment. 

In the past few weeks segment hosted many 
nonprofit associations like Khudi Foundation, 
Sankara eye foundation, Art of living and   DFW 
Hindu temple & Shirdi Sai temple along with 
Fortworth Hindu temple Once again, I am thankful 
to our dynamic CEO, Mrs. Vaishali Thakkar, for her 
exceptional leadership in our endeavor to reach 
out to the community. Once again, many thanks to 
the community for continually supporting FunAsia 
Radio and helping us in ‘Bringing the Community 
Together

Always at community service-
Neelam Dave
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FROM THE DIRECTOR- SUR ON AIR CONCERT
NAVNEETA KHEMKA

A lot of people are on a crossroads in their early 
life to chose between profession and passion as 
careers. Mostly, our community keeps academics 
on top priority and aspires for a descent paying 
job. Some keep working on their passion of music  
along with their jobs and others come back to it 
later in time. But, the question always is, whether 
they can swith carrers to music, if they wish to at 
this stage. Or should they just be a hobby singer 
even if they are very good at it?

On this very idea, Sur on Air was born to offer 
these singers a platform to show case their talents. 
. We did our first show in Novemeber of 2020  
on FunAsia Radio, with me  RJ Navneeton on 
‘Hit Hai to Bajega’. We give selected talents an 
opportunity to perform Live on air. The idea was 
to promote creativity and talent keeping in mind 
the interest of listeners who seek unique and 
interesting engagement; being true to our motto 
of ‘Bringing the community together’ 

Since then we have continued it as a weekly 
musical show. I really thank Funasia’s CEO 
Vaishali Thakkar for the platform and believing in 
such concepts and giving her full support to make 
an idea into a reality. 

When Sur on Air radio show was nearing 50 
episodes and had gained a lot of popularity 
and attention we decided to have a live concert 
of a few selected participants from Sur on Air. 
The idea behind this was again to promote the 
local artists and give them a platform in the main 
stream to perform as professionals. For the Dallas 
community,it was to present a unique musical 
experiencial show they can truly enjoy.

Under the leadership of producers Vaishali 
Thakkar and Moody Akhtar we are now geared 
towards this amazing musical show. I am so 
thankful to them to believe, that they could do an 
event around this. Also, trusting me and giving 
me the freedom and support to Direct this show.

We have great talents in DFW. Introducing our 
amzing singers of Sur on Air’s First Live In Concert. 
You may watch their radio shows on our BigFanTv 
app- Sur on Air Podcast or youutube. 

(Episode# mentioned)   (alphabetically)

AMIT KELKAR (Episode -49)

Amit Kelkar started his 
musical education under the 
guidance of his mother Suniti 
Kelkar in Pune, India.  After 
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studying at IIT Mumbai, Amit immigrated to the 
USA to pursue a Ph.D. in Chemical Engineering.  
He continued his musical education here in the 
USA under the tutelage of Pt. Mohankumar 
Darekar on Skype.  Amit is an accomplished 
singer and a harmonium player.  He has 
accompanied several renowned artists such as 
Sanjeev Abhyankar, Prabha Atre, Vinayak Torvi 
and Pritam Bhattacharjee, to name a few.  Amit is 
also an avid composer and has 3 CDs to his credit. 
Amit lives in Dallas with his wife Kalpana and two 
sons Akshay and Akash.  He regularly performs 
ghazals, bhav-geets and light classical music 
around the DFW metroplex.

AMITHA DUVVURI (Episode -12)

Amitha was born in India 
and grew up in South Africa. 
Amitha was exposed to 
music at a very young age 
through her parents and 
family, being heavily into 
music. Her passion to sing 

started very young and she use to sing at local 
cultural events in South Africa along with her sister. 
She composed her first song at the age of fifteen. 

She moved to London to pursue her master’s 
degree. While in the UK, she got introduced 
to Raja Kaasheff, a renowned music director 
and composer in the UK, who introduced her 
to UK’s South Asian Music Industry. In the UK 
she performed at many live events at the high 
commission, melas, TV shows, local concerts, and 
private events. 

She immigrated to the US in 2012 and has been 
living in Dallas since then with her husband, 
Prabhu, who has been her support and motivator 
throughout her music career, and her two little kids 
aged 5 and 7 years. She is a product manager 
by profession working at a company based out 
of LA. When not being a working woman a busy 
wife and a busy mum, she spends her time in her 
music room singing. 

Her first album single was Aye Meri Jaan, produced 
by Gargi Productions and released in 2020.

RAGHUVEER PATEL (Episode -19)

Raghuveer has been 
performing since 2012. He’s 
the man of many talents. 
Singing at festivals, private 
parties/events, listening 
rooms, restaurants and 
more.  Known for romantic 
songs, accompanied by 

guitar, keyboard, cajon and drums. Raghuveer 
is a graduate from El Centro College with plans 
of continuing his schooling to become an IT 
professional, splitting his time between career and 
music. He started learning classical tabla at age 7 
and has been playing since then.  

Other than singing, as a multi-talented person he’s 
a great cook, painter and calls himself a hopeless 
romantic. He’s on a musical journey to establish 
himself among the greatest in the music industry. 

  “Music has the power to turn terrible things into a 
beautiful melody”-Raghuveer

RAJI SRIRAM (Episode -2)

Raji Sriram hails from 
Mumbai India. She has been 
singing from the tender age 
of 5 and underwent Carnatic 
music training under several 
respected teachers including 
her father-in-law, Shri 
Giridhar.  She has been 

singing at several public gatherings and temples.

After a long hiatus from music, she began 
performing from stage once again recently. She 
has given several stage performances in Dallas 
and more recently online as well. She won the 
first prize in a singing competition held by one of 
Dallas’s foremost media channels, FunAsia. 

Although she can sing any genre and in multiple 
languages, her forte is mainly classic Hindi songs, 
bhajans and semi classical music. Currently she 
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is undergoing training in light classical music 
under Smt. Rupan Sarkar a renowned disciple of 
legendary artiste Smt. Girija Devi of the Banaras 
Gharana. 

Outside of music, Raji is also a freelance content 
writer and writes for several blogs including 
FunAsia DesiPages. She is an entrepreneur 
working in the field of Social Commerce, 
leadership, and business development.

                                   
SMITA SHAAN MATHEW (Episode -30)

Smita Shaan Mathew has 
completed her Sangeet 
Visharad in Hindustani 
Classical Vocal Music 
from the well-renowned 
Indira Kala Sangeet 
V i s h w a v i d y a l a y a , 
Khairagarh. She has been 

performing from a young age of four years and 
has won many coveted awards including the 
prestigious Lata Mangeshkar Alankaran (State 
Award). She has been a lead singer for many 
Christian Devotional albums and been fortunate 
to have worked with famous Music directors like 
Jerry Amaldev. She had also won the Viewer’s 
choice award during the 2017 FunAsia Singing 
Competition.

Smita currently works as a Senior IT Data 
Governance Manager and regularly publishes 
her song covers along with her 2 talented 
daughters , on her YouTube Channel and 
Facebook Official page.

SWAGATIKA RATH (Episode -3)

Swagatika Rath is a 
passionate singer and has 
been singing since her 
childhood. She has done 
a lot of stage shows back 
in India. She performed 
at her school events and 
with orchestra. She has 

also won many awards. After coming to the 
US, she continued her singing passion and 
has participated in many stage shows and live 

events.  She says that coming to Sur on Air gave 
her more exposure and opportunities towards her 
musical dreams. After the show she made her first 
cover album and now participates in many more 
live events since then.

She says, “I am very excited to perform at the live 
concert with live band and super talented and 
professional singers from the community”.

She is a Tax Accountant by profession. Presently 
she resides in Dallas with her husband and  
9-year-old son.

VINOD NAMBIAR (Episode -49)

Vinod has been a performing 
artist in the US since 1999. 
While in India, Vinod was 
an approved artist at the 
All India Radio Stations and 
Doordarshan Kendras. He 
inherited his musical talent 
from his mother, who also 

was a trained vocalist. Vinod started his singing 
career at the age of 3, by winning a first prize in 
a music competition. He has since won a number 
of prestigious awards at the All India level music 
competitions from eminent personalities. He has 
received wide coverage in major newspapers 
across India. Vinod has learned Carnatic Classical 
music for 9 years and one of his graduations is in 
Music (Carnatic). He has also learned Hindustani 
Classical music for 3 years. Vinod has also co-
founded a band in midwest US. 

Vinod not only sings in various Indian languages 
and in a wide variety of Indian music genres ; be 
it Bollywood music, Ghazal, Bhajan or Geet, but 
he also handles Sufi style of singing with similar 
ease. Keeping the music tradition alive in his 
family, Vinod has also recorded a song with his 
elder son, Akshay, to be released soon. Vinod’s 
wife Abha and both their boys (Akshay and Aryan) 
are his ardent music lovers and supporters!

Other than following his passion and love for 
Music, Vinod works as an Information Security 
Consultant for State Farm Insurance company 
which brought Vinod to Dallas metroplex in 2018.
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For this year, 2022, the following 
announcement was made on the United 
Nations website:
The theme for International Women’s Day, 
8 March, 2022 (IWD 2022) is, “Gender 
equality today for a sustainable tomorrow”, 
recognizing the contribution of women and 
girls around the world, who are leading 
the charge on climate change adaptation, 
mitigation, and response, to build a more 
sustainable future for all.
The United Nations website (unwomen.
org) also mentioned that this year’s theme 
for International Women’s Day “is aligned 
with the priority theme for the upcoming 
66th Commission on the Status of Women 
(CSW66): Achieving gender equality and the 
empowerment of all women and girls in the 
context of climate change, environmental 
and disaster risk reduction policies and 
programmes”.

In the United States, the first National 
Women’s Day was observed in 1909 - 
similar celebrations sprang up across Europe 
over the next decade, including Denmark, 

the Netherlands and Russia, as the 
women’s movement gained momentum 
worldwide.

Many issues served as a platform 
to forward dialog and as a result it 
became imperative that Women’s Day 
became a marked day of formalized 
celebrations. The concerns that have 
come up over the years range from 
working conditions, women’s right to 
vote and hold public office, opposition 
to World War I and II to abortion rights, 

murder of girl child, rape, justifying honor 
killings and the list goes on and on.

In 1977, International Women’s Day was 
officially recognized by the United Nations.
According to an article (revelstokereview.
com) “On this day we take time to celebrate 
all women in our world. This includes young 
women, old women, poor women, rich 
women, women assigned female at birth, 
trans-women, big women, little women, 
women of colour, disabled women and every 
other woman under our sun – you are all 
valid, loved and appreciated, not just on this 
day, but every day”.
It’s time we push our comfort zones and 
change the status quo. Let’s make the dream 
of a gender equal world a reality. It’s time we 
stop discriminating against women and give 
them less pay even when they have the same 
qualifications. In this diverse world we need 
to celebrate both genders and also make sure 
that women are included and valued as much 
as the opposite sex in all matters. Together 
we can forge women’s equality. Collectively 
we can all #BreakTheBias (https://www.

By Parul Bhatia (Dancer, Actress, Filmmaker, Director)

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
GENDER EQUALITY TODAY FOR A SUSTAINABLE TOMORROW
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internationalwomensday.com/)
It’s time we celebrate the commendable 
achievement of women in all fields. It is time 
we acknowledge the discrimination against 
her at places of work and home. Let us 

commit ourselves on this Women’s Day to 
take proactive action for equality. It is this 
action of gender equality
that’ll lead us to have a sustainable tomorrow. 
Let us as mothers teach the same values of 
equality to our kids. Let us not make excuses 
anymore. Women’s Day spirit should be a 
movement for a conscious and committed 
building of a gender-equal world.

On International Women’s Day Fun Asia 
would like to acknowledge a Dallas-based 
artist, Eryka Badu. Eryka is a singer, song 
writer and an actress. She is a woman who 
believes in expressing her voice through her 
soulful songs. She believes in nurturing her 
soul with soothing thoughts and saatvik food. 
Yes, she is a vegan. Eryka is a true example 
of the term praxis. Praxis is when you bring 
the theory you believe in - through deep and 
critical reflection - into practice. It requires 
proactive action and deep commitment. 
However, this theory is not just about blindly 
jumping into action. It’s an action that is based 

on a care and concern for all mankind - for 
humanity. When this action and dedication 
comes from that place of nurturing humanity 
then praxis takes place - which a creative 
and humanitarian artist like Eryka is closely 

practicing.

Women’s day is 
not just a day 
that is to be 
celebrated once 
a year. We as 
women need to 
celebrate it every 
day – so that 
we can pursue 
our dreams and 
goals. Just like 
we support men 
in their dreams – 
we hope men too 

extend that support to us. Afterall when all 
the wheels of a chariot are equal and strong 
then the speed and strength would be far 
stronger and sounder. Look around and there 
is always a beacon of light in women around 
us – be it in politics, art, technology, films, 
medicine and more. Pick an area and you’ll 
see that women have carved commendable 
standards. Education is the key to changing 
the viewpoint of those who consider women 
as less worthy or those who feel that women 
should be contained in their role in society. 
Women are bearers of children and it’s time 
that she be given the gender equality and 
respect as a mother and as an artist too.

Let no woman be marginalized anymore, 
let no woman be sidelined anymore. Let 
us become each other’s strength. Let us be 
women of strength where mother-in-law and 
daughter-in-law and all the in-laws take the 
vow and stand united in support and respect 
for each other.
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Batein Sitaron Ki

Last month, along with Lata 
Mangeshkar––India’s singing 
goddess, legendary music director, 

Bappi Lahiri––Disco King––left us at the age 
of sixty-nine, leaving behind a musical void in 
our lives. Born Alokesh Aparesh Lahiri, Bappi 
Da was a child prodigy and had started 
playing tabla at the age of three. He wrote 
his first song at eleven, and at seventeen, he 
composed music for a Bengali film “Dadu.” 
Bappi Lahiri belonged to a family of musicians 
and singers. His parents were vocalists who 
performed for the All India Radio, and his 
family had close ties with Kishore Kumar and 
Lata Mangeshkar. It was on the advice of Lata 
Mangeshkar that young Bappi Da was sent 

to study music under Pandit Samta 
Prasad. 

The first Bollywood film for which 
Bappi Lahiri composed music 
was “Nanha Shikhari,” in 1973, 
followed by “Zakhmee” in 1975, 
which gave him a huge recognition. 
He also did playback singing for 
this film and sang––Nothing is 
impossible––alongside Mohammad 
Rafi and Kishore Kumar. His music 
for the 1976 film, “Chalte Chalte” 
was very popular, and one song, 
“Jana Kahan hai,” which Bappi Da 
sang with Sulakshana Pandit put him 
in the category of serious singers. 
This was followed by a series of hit 
films for which Bappi Da was the 
music director, which include over a 
dozen super-hit silver jubilee films of 
Jeetendra as the lead hero between 

1983-1985.

Bappi Lahiri ruled Bollywood film industry 
in the 70s and 80s. He used synthesized 
disco music and sang in many of his own 
compositions, which made him a popular 
name among the youth. His signature style 
of donning gold necklaces and bracelets––
inspired by Elvis Presley––with velvet jacket 
and a pair of shades, and his disco music 
made him shine and sparkle, literally so, 
and stand out from the other Indian music 
composers of his time. His music brought 
a revolution in India and his song––Jimmy 
Jimmy––from the 1982 film, “Disco Dancer” 
became so famous internationally that it was 

Bappi Lahiri
Disco King
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included in the 2008 Hollywood film, “You 
don’t Mess With the Zohan.” No wonder that 
the King of Pop, Michael Jackson, also loved 
that song. 

Bappi Lahiri had given music in over 600 films 
in Hindi, Bengali, and many other languages. 
In 1986, he recorded over 180 songs for 33 
films released in that year, for which his name 
was included in the Guinness Book of World 
Records. He had also recorded music with 
international stars like Lady Gaga and Akron. 
And in 2012, he became the first Indian music 
composer to be in the Grammy Jury, which is 
evidence of his international reach. 

What I find very fascinating about Bappi Da 
is his versatility and inimitable voice. Though 
disco often defined him and shaped his career, 
he had composed a lot of melodies and even 
a ghazal––Kisi Nazar Ko tera–in the film 
“Aitbaar.” Bappi Lahiri was a humble person 
who was always thankful to the almighty and 
his parents. He considered gold to be lucky for 
him, and wore the gold jewelry that his mother 
and wife had gifted him. 

RJ PARO

Bappi Lahiri will be 
remembered for his 
unusual music and 
his appearance. He 
will be remembered 
for introducing and 
popularizing western 
disco in India. He will 
be remembered for 
creating emotional 
music that surpasses 
generations, music 
that was way ahead 
of its time, music 
that is soulful and 

beautiful and timeless. 

Like many of his fans, since the demise of 
Bappi Lahiri, I, too, have been listening to 
his many hits, especially the one song that 
had made the actor Mithun Chakraborty an 
overnight sensation, not just in India but also 
in Soviet Union. Bappi Da had also done 
playback singing for this song––Yaad Aa 
Raha hai––and indeed, as is the meaning of 
these lines, we are deeply missing the Disco 
King, and remembering his music and his 
contribution to Bollywood and our lives. 
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bollywood  NEWS

NO ENTRY MEIN ENTRY

STARRING SALMAN KHAN

No Entry Mein Entry starring Salman 
Khan is to be produced by Boney 
Kapoor. The film is a sequel to 
Anees Bazmee’s 2005 hit film, ‘No 
Entry’, starring Salman Khan, Anil 
Kapoor, Fardeen Khan and Esha 
Deol, among others. Anil Kapoor 
will be seen with Khan. Talking 
about the sequel, the film’s 
producer Boney Kapoor 
says that the script has 
been crafter keeping 
Salman in mind. So, 
it is dependent on 
whether Bhai wants 
to do it or nor. Earlier 
on his birthday in 
December, Salman 
had revealed that he 
will be a part of the 
sequel to ‘No Entry.’  
‘No entry Mein Entry’ 
promises to be funnier 
than its predecessor and is to 
be directed by Anees Bazmee 
as well. It is believed that Anil 
Kapoor, Salman Khan and 
Fardeen Khan will have triple 
roles! The film is also supposed 
to have 9 female leads. Chaos 
can lead to laughs and fans of 
Salman Khan will be treated to 
the super star 3 times more than 
usual! Fardeen Khan, son of the 
late actor producer, Feroz Khan 
is making a comeback with this 
riotous sequel. He was part of the 
2005 film as well. Fardeen who 
disappeared from the film scene 

a few years back has lost oodles of weight. 
Bazmee says that he was quite stunned to see 
the transformation and as soon as plans were 

made for ‘No Entry Mein Entry’ he let Fardeen 
know that he will be cast in the film. 

Aamir Khan who celebrates his birthday this 
month will be seen in ‘Laal Singh Chadda.’ 
The ‘Lagaan’ star will be seen in another 

film by Bhushan Kumar called ‘Mogul.’ 
The film was rumored to have 

been shelved but is set to 
make it with the Super 
star. Bhushan Kumar 
has produced many big 
banner movies such as 
the Satyameva Jayate 
franchise, Radhe 
Shyam, and Atrangi 
Re to name a few. 
The announcement 
of ‘Mogul’ was made 
before the pandemic 
and since there has 
been no news about 

it. But recently the 
producer clarified that 

the film is very much on 
cards. ‘Mogul’ is a biopic 

on the life and times of 
Bhushan Kumar’s brother 
Gulshan Kumar. Gulshan 

Grover is believed to be 
playing the role of Dawood 
Ibrahim in the movie. The 
producer says that it is his 
pet project and is in no 
hurry to make it as Aamir 
Khan is still awaiting the 
release of his film ‘Laal 
Singh Chadda’. 
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THE PRINCESS OF HOPE: 
Seen from afar, it looks like 
a statue of a tall woman 
looking for something on the 
distant horizon.

BALOCHISTAN SPHINX: 
This is a natural rock structure 
that bears resemblance to 
a sphinx and is visible from 
the Buzi Pass section of 
the Makran Coastal Highway. 
It is also known as the “Lion of 
Balochistan” or Abul-Hol.

The month of March marks the birthdays of some 
extremely important people in the history of Pakistan as 
well as some internationally acclaimed celebrities. To 
name a few:

1. Mustansar Hussain Tarar (Author, TV Host): March 
01, 1939

2. Shahid Afridi (Cricketer): March 01, 1980
3. Inzamam-ul-Haq (Cricketer): March 03, 1970
4. Qurat-ul-Ain Baloch (Singer): March 04, 1988
5. Aima Baig (Singer): March 10, 1995
6. Atif Aslam (Singer): March 12, 1983
7. Habib Jalib (Poet): March 24, 1928

Last month, on February 13, we celebrated World Radio 
Day. Radio is by far one of the strongest mediums of 
communication and entertainment where we cover 
diverse communities, offer a wide variety of programs, 
and give diverse viewpoints and content. On September 
29, 2011, UNESCO’s Executive Board proclaimed a 
“World Radio Day” and in 2012 The United Nations 
General Assembly adopted it as an International Day. 
Hence, February 13 became World Radio Day (WRD)

Kabhi naghmay sunata hai 
Kabhi baatein batata hai

Kabhi khoob hasata hai 
Aur kabhi kabhi rulata hai

Kabhi subha ki shafaq
Kabhi shaam ka gulal

Yeh apnay sung sulata hai, 
yeh apnay sung jagata hai

Awaaz ki is duniya say
Aap ka anokha rishta banata hai

Yeh radio hi hai doston 
Jo hamesha saath nibhata hai

A POEM BY SUNEHRI KIRAN

DID YOU KNOW?

WORLD RADIO DAY

Pakistan is home to some of the most beautiful places in 
the world. Last month we talked about the breathtaking 
mountainous valley which is an artwork of nature – The 
Hunza Valley. This month we will talk about one of the 
natural wonders of Pakistan – The Hingol National Park

Hingol National Park is a travelers dream. If you are 
looking for rocky terrains, mountain caves, and beautiful 
beaches, Hingol National park is your destination. This 
is the largest national park in Pakistan spanning around 
6,200 square kilometers (2,400 square miles) across 
three districts of the Balochistan Province: Lasbela, 
Awaran, and Gwadar. It was declared a national park 
in 1988 and since then it was been a paradise for nature 
lovers. 

Located approximately 200 kilometers (120 miles) 
northwest of Karachi, Hingol National Park features 
several distinct ecosystems. While dry mountainous 
terrain covers the western portion of the park, an arid 
subtropical forest spans the north. Whereas the east 
of the park paints a completely different picture with a 
cluster of mud volcanoes that spew methane and mud 
instead of lava. Along the coast, Hingol includes caves, 
beaches, and a marine ecological zone that is home to 
dolphins, sea turtles, and mangroves. Some 250 plant 
species were recorded in the initial surveys of the park 
amongst which seven are yet to be described. Hingol 
National Park is known to support at least 35 species of 
mammals, 65 species of amphibians and reptiles, and 
185 species of birds. 

Not only is Hingol National Park a nature’s delight, but 
it has huge religious significance for the Hindus. Many 
Hindus travel to the park to visit the Hinglaj Mata Mandar, 
a famous religious site located in a mountain cave on 
the banks of the Hingol River. On their pilgrimage, 
worshippers walk on rock outcrops and between steep 
cliffs, while also performing ritual bathing in the river. 
The wonders of the park also include some beautiful 
natural rock formations which are world-famous. 
Amongst these are:

THE HINGOL NATIONAL PARK

PAKISTAN CORNERTRAVEL PAKISTAN

by KIRAN HAYAT
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The man who loves himself enjoys the love so much, becomes so blissful, that the love 
starts overflowing, it starts reaching others. It has to reach! If you ...

-OSHO-

Just as food is to the body, so love is to the soul. Without food, the body is weak, 
without love the soul is weak. And no state, no church, no vested interest, has ever 
wanted people to have strong souls, because a person with spiritual energy is bound 

to be rebellious.
-OSHO-

 “Love gives you wings to soar high. Love gives you insight into things so that 
nobody can deceive you, exploit you, oppress you.”

-OSHO-

Love makes you rebellious, 
revolutionary.
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journalist who has provided the book's in-depth and 
meticulous research material. The research is based 
on official court cases documents, news articles, 
interviews with police officers, and anecdotes from 
the character’s family and acquaintances.

The book chronicles 
the lives of 13 women 
who started their lives 
as ordinary mortals but 
landed in the world of 
crime either by accident, 
by luck, or some other 
circumstances beyond 
their control. In some 
instances, the loyalty 
to their husbands or 
boyfriends made them 
take this dangerous path.

The opening chapter is the gripping journey of 
innocent starry-eyed Ganga from being a movie 
star to   GanguMa “The Caretaker of Kamathipura 
brothels”. The story highlights the sad fact about 
how teenagers are lured to ‘Mumbai- The city of 
dreams’ by pimps and middlemen and forced into 
the flesh trade. Gangubai advocated for sex workers 
and she wanted their profession to be respected just 
like any other. She eventually becomes an activist 
for the rights of 
sex workers.

She adopted 
many other 
victims like 
her tricked 
into coming to 
Mumbai and 
gave them the 
resources to 
restart their 
lives. Once 
when invited as 
a guest to a women’s conference GanguBai said 
“Unlike other cities of India, the streets of Mumbai 
are far safer today”. She added “You will rarely hear 
of an incident where a girl is sexually assaulted on 
the road. I don’t want to take away credit from the 
city’s administration, but I also believe the notorious 
women of Kamathipura should be partly credited 
for this”.
The crowd was awestruck and taken aback by the 
harsh reality of the words spoken by GanguBai. 
Kamathipura residents idolized GanguBai and to 
date, her photographs adorn many of their walls. 

The release of Sanjay Leela Bhansali’s movie 
“‘Gangubai Kathiawadi’ prompted me to get my 
hands on the copy of the book “Mafia Queens of 
Mumbai”. The Alia Bhatt starrer is loosely based on 
one of the chapters from this book. I was curious to 
find out who were these “Mafia Queens “. Growing 
up in Mumbai I distinctly remember the media 
always carrying breaking news and encounters 
related to notorious gangsters like Haji Mastan, 
Dawood Ibrahim, Karim Lala, Varadarajan, Chota 
Rajan, Abu Saleem and many more men but never 
was a woman gangster mentioned. This book is 
the first formal attempt to bring to light the bravery, 
shrewdness, ambition, and in some cases the lust 
for power that drove these women to leave their 
mark in the mafia empire.

The book was written 
by S. Hussain Zaid 
and Jane Borges. 
Zaid is a veteran of 
investigative, terror, 
and crime reporting. 
Zaid’s previous books 
include bestsellers 
like ‘Black Friday’ and 
‘Dongri to Dubai’. 
Jane Borges is also 
a Mumbai-based 

BOOK REVIEW

 "The Mafia Queens of MuMbai"

- Madhavi Nair
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Also interesting is the story of Mahalaxmi Paamani aka Amma who was the undisputed drug peddling 
queen. Her’s is quite a journey from rags to riches and about how she never got caught by the Narcotics 
Department.

The narrative about Jenabai talks about her transformation from Chaavalwali to Darruwali. These and 
other protagonists navigated this male-dominated trade with grit and determination. The clout that Jenabai 
held is seen from the fact that Dawood Ibrahim the don of the underworld went to her to get advice after 
a gang war.

Burqa-clad Ashraf didn’t even know that her husband was part of the underworld until Dawood Ibrahim 
had him killed. This is a moving story about how a Muslim widow is trying everything in her power to avenge 
her husband’s murder by the mafia. She dares to take on Dawood Ibrahim, who had already moved out 
of India and has been out of reach of 
the law since then. She turns informer 
and goes about hurting Dawood’s 
business in a small, but effective 
manner. But in the end, she is brutally 
murdered, and her quest remains

incomplete. Bollywood newcomer 
Monica Bedi had no clue she was 
falling head over heels in love with 
a fugitive gangster Abu Salem. Her 
association with Salem made her 
lose everything and she was left at the 
mercy of Salem. 

“The female of the species is deadlier 
than the male” is a quote by Rudyard 
Kipling. This quote is bought to life 
by the stories of Asha Gawli, Neeta 
Naik, Sujata Nikhalje, and Padma 
Poojary. These dutiful wives took 
upon themselves to run the empires 
that their gangster husbands had 
started but had to flee the country or 
were behind the bars. Wives of dons 
who started as the proxy bosses and 
eventually took on the reigns of their 
respective empires. Before getting 
into this bloody business, they wear 
housewives who raised their kids and managed the household. Overnight they were thrust into the limelight 
and came up with various schemes around real estate, politics, and business ventures to channel the 
mullah coming from their better half’s illegal exploits.

If you are someone fascinated by the stories of the underworld and mafia and are looking for a racy Friday 
night crime non-fiction read, this book would be a good bet.  It details the struggles, emotional highs, and 
lows that these women went through to establish themselves in the underworld dominated by men. It reveals 
the human side of these notorious women.

I like the fact that the book does not glorify, celebrate, and condemn the journeys of the 13 unsung women 
celebrities of the Mumbai underworld ganglands. It merely states the facts based on research and leaves it 
up to readers to walk away with their judgment. 

Fun Fact - For those who are wanted to listen to the book, the audiobook is available on audible.com which 
is recited by Rajkumar Rao, Radhika Apte and Kalki Koechlin.
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CLICK ON PIC TO
WATCH THE SHOW

CLICK ON PIC TO
WATCH THE SHOW
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PATHAN
A teaser of 
the Deepika 
P a d u k o n e - 
Sharukh Khan 
starrer Pathan, 
has been 
released. The film 
also stars John 
Abraham. The 
movie which is 
one of the most 

awaited movies, post-pandemic is produced by 
Yash Raj films. The high-octane spy thriller is slated 
to release on Jan 25th, 2023. The film is directed 
by Siddharth Anand of ‘War’ fame. War earned 
him a Filmfare award. The film is set to take place 
in Yash Raj Films ‘s shared Spy Universe and will 
be connected with their 2 earlier films, Tiger and 
War. YRF’s Spy Universe is a shared universe 
and action film series that is centered on making 
fictional and true stories of spies.  Besides Pathan 
an untitled ‘Tiger’ sequel and untitled ‘War’ 
sequel are slated to release in 2023 and 2024 
respectively. 

RRR

The second wave 
of Rajamouli’s  
much-promoted 
m u l t i l i n g u a l 
magnum opus  
RRR has started. 
A Snapchat 
filter ‘maRRRch 
is here’ has been launched. So, it is believed 
that finally the film might be released in March. 
RRR stars two of Tollywood’s biggest stars Ram 
Charan and NTR Junior. The movie’s Twitter 
handle also nudges its followers to use the filter 
by asking, ‘How many of you use Snapchat’? RRR 
also stars Alia Bhatt and Ajay Devgn in cameo 
roles. The 2 Bollywood stars were seen together 
last in Gangubhai Kathiawadi. The film promises 
to take its viewers back 100 years into the lives 
of revolutionaries Seetarama Raju and Komram 
Bheem and is gearing up for a worldwide release. 

GOLD FOR GANGUBAI
The film has been 
going great guns 
in the Mumbai box 
office. The film is 
slated to go past 
Rs.100 cr. The film 
has been made 
on a budget of 
Rs 175 crore and 
Rs 115 crore has 
been recovered 
from digital, 

satellite and music rights. More than 160 crore 
is slated to be received from theatrical releases 
worldwide.  Gangubai is Alia’s 10 successful film 
and Bhansali’s 7thmost successful venture. Amul 
which is famous for creating topical hoardings in 
Mumbai has created a topical “Khallia Bhatter” 
commemorating the success of the film. Actor Arjun 
Kapoor has praised Alia and called her ‘mini-Meryl 
Streep’!

METAVERSE

B l o c k c h a i n 
technology is 
garnering strength 
in all tech areas 
and our ‘Philmi’ 
world cannot be far 
behind either. An 
Indian production 
house Pooja 
entertainment has 
bought their first 
‘virtual land’ in 
Metaverse and named it ‘Poojaverse’. Poojaverse’s 
first movie will be a Akshay Kumar- Tiger Shroff 
starrer, ‘Bade Miyan Chote Miyan’. Producer 
Deepshika Deshmukh called Metaverse the new 
frontier of the Internet and says that this a new 
way to connect and engage with the audience. 
Metaverse uses augmented reality and virtual 
reality to create spaces that look like the real world. 
Its going to be the new way of consuming content. 
Deshmukh says that they are determined to make 
Poojaverse the place to go to for creating quality 
digital content in the various aspects of filmmaking 
and entertainment.

bollywood talkies
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*Limited time FunAsia offer valid on cash or financed to-be-built or inventory Darling Homes or Taylor Morrison (Dallas-area) new home contracts (each, an “Eligible Home”) entered into as of 01/01/2021-
12/31/2021 only (“Promotion Period”). To qualify, Buyer must mention FunAsia at the time of purchase. FunAsia offer of up to $1,000 may only be applied towards: (1) Design Studio options (to-be-built homes) 
or (2) Design Studio options (select inventory homes, subject to stage of construction) OR applied as a Purchase Price Reduction (inventory/move-in-ready homes only) (“FunAsia Incentive”). Limit of one $1,000 

FunAsia incentive to be applied per contract. FunAsia Incentive amount may not be used as a Purchase Price Reduction on to-be-built homes. Any unused amount as described for either home type will be forfeited and no other 
substitutions permitted. The FunAsia Incentive is not available outside of the Promotion Period or outside of Darling Homes or Taylor Morrison (Dallas) Division and cannot be combined with any other offer, unless expressly set 
forth in your Purchase Agreement. For financed buyers, all lender restrictions shall apply. Additional details and restrictions may apply. All information (including, but not limited to prices, views, availability, incentives, floor plans, 
site plans, features, standards and options, assessments and fees, planned amenities, programs, conceptual artists’ renderings and community development plans) deemed reliable as of publication date but not guaranteed and 
remains subject to change daily or delay without notice. Price(s) shown may not reflect lot premiums, upgrades and options. Maps and plans are not to scale and all dimensions are approximate. Not an offer in any state where 
prohibited or otherwise restricted by law. Please see a Taylor Morrison or Darling Homes Community Sales Manager or visit www.taylormorrison.com or www.darlinghomes.com for additional disclaimers. © January, 2021, AVH 
DFW, LLC, Darling Homes of Texas, LLC and Taylor Morrison of Texas, Inc., respectively (collectively, the “Sponsor”). All rights reserved. FunAsia does not endorse, is not affiliated with and is not a sponsor of this Promotion.  The 
FunAsia name and mark are exclusively owned by FunAsia and/or its licensors and used with permission.  01/13/2021 3074

MAKE HEALTHIER MOVES

taylormorrison.com | darlinghomes.com

Healthier Air. Cleaner Water. Safer Paint. Standard.

Mention FunAsia when you purchase your dream 

home and receive a $1,000 Design Studio credit.*
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